
New Jersey Administrative Code
Title 13, Chapter 40
State Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors

SUBCHAPTER 1.
TITLE BLOCKS AND SEALS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS

13:40-1.1 Sealing documents
(a) All sealing of documents shall be done with an impression-type seal.  A rubber stamp facsimile of the
seal shall not be used.
(b) The application of a signature and seal to documents relating to the practice of professional engineering
and/or land surveying shall indicate that the licensee has provided regular and effective supervision to those
individuals performing services which directly and materially affect the quality and competence of the
engineering or land surveying work rendered.

1. The following documents shall be signed and sealed:
i. Maps, plats, reports, descriptions, plans, design specifications, certifications or similar

documents; and
ii. Shop drawings for the construction of buildings, structures and related equipment, or for other

purposes, the preparation of which requires engineering calculations and/or engineering input.
Catalog information and standard product information shall be exempt from the requirements
of this section.

(c) The signature and/or seal signifies that the licensee takes professional responsibility for the document
based upon the accepted standards of practice in place at the time the documents were sealed.
 (d) Where the document includes the work of more than one professional, each professional shall sign and
seal the document with clear reference to the work that he/she has performed. See N.J.A.C. 13:40-1.6 for
title block requirements.
(e) A licensee shall not affix a signature and/or seal to documents constituting the practice of the profession
regulated which have been prepared by another person unless such work was performed under the direction
and supervision of the licensee.
(f) Incomplete and/or al1 draft plans, documents and sketches, whether advanced or preliminary copies,
shall be conspicuously identified and may be signed but shall not be sealed.

13:40-1.2 Title block on drawings; forms; removal
(a) Every licensee shall provide a title block on all drawings (except renderings), and similar information
on the title page of al1specifications which are prepared and sealed.
(b) The title block shall be in such form as the Board may adopt or approve.
(c) Such title block shall be distinct and separate from any other title block, plaque, or any similar device of
illustration or lettering.
(d) The title block shall be lettered on the drawing in such a manner as to reproduce clearly on al1prints and
reproductions thereof.
(e) No person shall remove a title block from any print or reproduction for any reason.

13:40-1.3 Title block contents
(a) The title block shall contain:

1. The name and location of the project;
2. .The name of the engineering or land surveying individual firm, partnership, corporation,

professional association or professional service corporation;
3. The full name and certificate number of the person(s) in responsible charge;
4. The title "professional engineer" and/or "land surveyor" spelled out;
5.  The handwritten signature of the person(s) in responsible charge and the date when signed.

(b) An appropriate title block shall be provided on a site plan which shall be included in any set of
drawings of a building project. Any plan including land surveying data must also bear the title block or
identity of the land surveyor who performed the land surveying work.



(c) The title block may contain the initials of the draftsmen or checker, and dates, drawing numbers,
revision numbers and such similar incidental items are as customary in practicing engineers' or land
surveyors' offices, provided that the name of the person(s) in responsible charge is readily discernible from
the other information on the document and contained within the heavy borderline of the title block.

13 :40-1.4 Proposed title block form
Any licensee may submit a proposed form of title block to the State Board of Professional Engineers and
Land Surveyors for approval.

13:40-1.5 Title block use for professional engineer and land surveyor work project
In the event the project contains the work of both a professional engineer and land surveyor, any individual
licensed in both professions may use the title "professional engineer and land surveyor" which shall be
spelled out in one title block.

13:40-1.6 Subtitle block of independent professional
If a project includes the work of any other licensed professional, not under the immediate supervision of the
licensee in responsible charge and not otherwise identified in accordance with NJ.A.C. 13:40-7, a subtitle
block of that professional firm or individual must appear on all plans involving that profession.

SUBCHAPTER 4.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

13:40-5.1 Land surveyors; preparation of land surveys
(a) The practice of land surveying includes surveying of areas for their correct determination and
description and for conveyancing, and for the establishment or reestablishment of land boundaries and the
plotting of lands and subdivisions thereof, and such topographical survey and land development as is
incidental to the land survey.
(b) Prior to conducting a survey, the licensed land surveyor shall obtain all pertinent information and
documentation in the client's possession relative to the property to be surveyed. Such information may
include, but not be limited to, earlier surveys, record deeds, title reports, original tract maps, public records
and State, county or municipal maps. When such information provided is not sufficient to meet the owner's
needs, the surveyor shall make all reasonable efforts to obtain all information and documentation needed to
render an accurate survey.
(c) When a property survey is to be performed, a field survey must be made of the property in question and
such field survey shall include all measurements and recording of all data as may be necessary to perform
an accurate survey.  The licensed land surveyor shall either perform the field surveyor exercise sufficient
supervision of the work as necessary to fulfill adequately all professional responsibilities.
(d) Appropriate comer markers, such as stakes, iron pipes, cut crosses, monuments, and such other markers
as may be authorized by (d)2 below, shall be set either by the licensed land surveyor or under the
supervision of the licensed land surveyor. Such markers shall be set at each property comer not previously
marked by a property marker, unless the actual comer is not accessible, or unless a written waiver signed
by the ultimate user is obtained and retained for a period of six years by the surveyor performing the
survey. A waiver obtained from a purchaser pursuant to this subsection shall be in the following format, or
its substantial equivalent:

WAIVER AND DIRECTION NOT TO SET CORNER MARKERS
TO: __________________________________________________

(Name, address and telephone number of Land Surveyor)

FROM:  _______________________________________________
(Name, address and telephone number of Purchaser)

Re: ______________________________________________________
Property (Lot & Block number, municipality or other identifier)



This is to advise that I/we have been made aware of my/our right to have corner markers set as part of
a survey to be performed on property which is being purchased by me/us. That right is hereby waived
and you are directed to perform the land survey without the setting of comer markers as provided by
the regulation of the New Jersey Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors.

____________________________
Purchaser(s)

Dated________________________

For the purpose of this section "ultimate user" shall mean, in the case of a transfer of title, the purchaser. In
all instances other than the transfer of title, "ultimate user" shall mean the owner of the property. When a
waiver is obtained to omit corner markers, a specific notation stating that such omissions have been made
by direction of the ultimate user shall be clearly displayed on the plat or plan of survey by the following
notation or its equivalent:

Waiver of setting corner markers obtained from ultimate user pursuant to the Board of Professional
Engineers and Land Surveyors regulation, NJ.A.C. 13:40-5.1(d).

This notation must relate specifically to that plat or plan of survey and may not be included as a preprinted
title block, standard form, or other reproducible medium.

1. All boundary or comer markers delineating the property surveyed, found or set, must be described
on the plat of survey with data provided to show their relation to the property or corner or, if
appropriate, to the boundary lines. When a property comer cannot be set because of physical
constraints, a witness marker shall be set and so noted upon the plat of survey.

2. Markers for property corners set by licensed surveyors, except for monuments required on Filed
Maps, shall be composed of durable material and be of the minimum length practical to reasonably
assure permanence, with a recommended length of 18 inches or more. These markers may include:
i. Concrete monuments;
ii. Iron pins, one-half inch O.D. or larger;
iii. Reinforcing steel bars one-half inch O.D. or larger;
iv. Iron pipes, one-half inch O.D. or larger;
v. Commercially manufactured iron or aluminum monuments;
vi. Brass discs (or similar metal), set in durable material;
vii. Nails or spikes set in durable materials;
viii. Drill holes in durable materials;
ix. Plastic stakes.

The above described marker requirements do not apply to intermediate points set on line or for
random traverse points.

3. In all cases listed in (d)2 above, including monuments set in accordance with the map filing law,
the marker shall be identified with a durable cap, disc, or shiner, etc., bearing the name of the
surveyor or firm responsible for setting the comer.

4. All markers set pursuant to (d)2 above shall be detectable with conventional instruments used to
find ferrous or magnetic objects.

5. Paragraph 2 of subsection (d) does not apply to individual condominium units where same are
composed totally of buildings.

 (e) A plat, also referred to as a plan of survey, shall be prepared either by the licensed land surveyor or
under the supervision of the licensed land surveyor. Such plat shall show all matter relevant to a complete
and clear exposition of the property.
(f) The items which must always be shown are:

1. Title block complying with NJ.A.C. 13:40-2.1 et seq.;
2. The State, county and municipality in which the property is located and specific data as provided

by the owner identifying the property or other pertinent identifying data as deemed appropriate by
the surveyor, including block, lot number and address;

3. North arrow (with reference used) and scale;



4. The point of beginning;
5. Metes and bounds of the property in question; all measurements are to be indicated in feet and

decimals of a foot except when legal requirements or professional custom and usage require
another form of measurement;

6. Property comer markers, both found and set, or the relation of existing markers to the property
corner or, if appropriate, to the boundary lines;

7. Street and street names and widths when such streets abut or adjoin the property in question. If the
street is not open, the survey should so indicate;

8. Encroachments of structures both on the premises in question and/or adjoining properties;
9. Fences, tree rows, hedges, streams, ditches, building locations, easements and any physical

occupation influencing property line determination;
10. In all cases, survey work shall be performed in accordance with currently accepted accuracy

standards, but such accuracy standards may be limited by contractual agreements. Such limitations
shall be appropriately noted on the final drawing.

(g) Notwithstanding any other provisions of these rules to the contrary, the following items may be omitted
where written contractual agreements with the client so provide:

1. Areas of established city lots or recorded subdivision map lots, unless the area is recited in the
record deed of the property in question;

2. Fences and streams and ditches, unless such fences, streams and ditches are on or in close
proximity to the property lines and affect the property in question;

3. Sidewalks, driveways, walkways or other traveled ways, unless such ways affect the property in
question;

4. Utility lines, easements of right-of-way lines, except when recited in the record deed or when such
utility lines, easements of right-of-way lines affect the use of adjacent properties or the property in
question;

5. Location and type of building and other structures on the property in question.
(h) When any of the various items listed above are omitted the plat or plan of survey should indicate in a
factual way that such omissions are made.
(i) Upon completing the plat or plan of survey, the licensed land surveyor shall provide the client an agreed
upon number of prints of the survey drawing. Such print copies of the plat or plan of survey shall bear the
signature and Impression seal of the licensed land surveyor. Certification by the licensed land surveyor may
be given when requested by the client.

1. The licensed land surveyor shall also supply a description of the property surveyed when the
survey is to be used for conveyancing (title transfer or mortgage). This description must be
suitable for use in a deed. The description may be by metes and bounds or by reference to a filed
plan, block and lot. If a filed plan, block and lot is utilized, the entire title of the filed plan shall be
set forth along with, the filed plan number and the date on which the plan was recorded in the
office of the County Recording Officer. If there is any deviation from the filed plan to the
completed survey, a description by filed plan, block and lot, shall not be utilized. The deed
description shall be consistent with both the survey provided and the documentation upon which
the survey was based and shall be written in such a manner as to define the boundary lines of real
property unambiguous and sufficient for a surveyor to lay it out on the ground. This description
may be reproduced on the survey plat itself or may be by separate document. If the deed
description is provided on the survey plat, it must be titled "Deed Description." If a separate
document is provided, the description shall be signed and sealed by the licensed land surveyor
responsible for its preparation.

2. The term "referenced" shall not be utilized when referring to a filed plat when it is intended to
meet the requirements of supplying the deed description listed in (i) I above. It shall also be
improper to use or reference a municipal tax map to comply with the requirements for deed
description by reference to a filed plat. A tax map shall not be deemed a filed plan for the purpose
of title transfer.

(j) No reproductions or photographic copies of a plan or survey shall be offered or issued by a licensee for
use in any court, land transaction or filing in any public agency or office unless such copies shall bear the
signature and impression seal of the licensed land surveyor.
 (k) Tax assessment maps must be prepared by a licensed land surveyor, who is obligated to prepare such
maps in full compliance with the legal requirements pertaining to such maps.



(1) Failure to comply with the provisions of this subchapter and with applicable State laws and local
ordinances may subject the licensed land surveyor to disciplinary action in accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:8-
38.
(m) Subdivision plats, whether classified as major or minor, shall be prepared by a licensed land surveyor
and shall be based on a new or existing survey of the property being subdivided.

1. The licensee shall provide appropriate survey information, as set forth above, to permit a
subsequent licensed land surveyor to accurately layout newly described lots.

2. If a newly described lot will be adjacent to or abutting a perimeter line, the licensee shall ensure
that the perimeter line is accurately established on the ground.

3. In all instances, including where deeds are used to record minor subdivisions and/or where an
existing plat or plan of survey is used, only the licensee who prepared the boundary map on which
the subdivision is based may provide the certification on the subdivision plat that the boundary
survey is accurate and was prepared under his or her supervision, as required by the Map Filing
Law, N.J.S.A. 46:23-9.11 (m), and in accordance with NJ.A.C. 13:40-9, Responsible Charge of
Engineering or Land Surveying Work.

(n) Maps prepared to show topographic data or planimetric data which also delineate property lines or
street right-of-way lines thereon shall be prepared by a licensed land surveyor. Such survey information
may be transposed to construction plans or other drawings if duly noted as to the date of the survey, by
whom, and for whom it was prepared.


